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CONFIDENTIAL LUXEMBOURG 0353 
LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, EC, LU 

SUBJECT: GOL COMMENTS ON US/EC CONSULTATIONS 

SUMMARY: MFA SECRETARY-GENERAL WURTH SAID THAT US/EC 
CONSULTATION PROCEDURES WOULD BE APPROVED BY EC FOREIGN 
MINISTERS ON JUNE 10-11 ALTHOUGH NO DOCUMENT CONTAINING 
THE FORMULA WOULD BE ISSUED. WITH DANES AND DUTCH DIS- 
APPOINTED BY SAUDI REFUSAL TO LIFT EMBARGOES, FOREIGN 
MINISTER THORN MAY SUGGEST THAT EC ASK US TO INTERVENE 
WITH SAUDIS. REFERRING TO US OBJECTIONS TO CSCE 
MEDITERRANEAN DECLARATION, WURTH COUNSELED AGAINST USING 
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UK AS "TROJAN HORSE" IN EC AND ADVISED US TO USE OUR 
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"VIRTUAL VETO" OVER EC POLITICAL COOPERATION SPARINGLY. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. ON JUNE 5 MFA SECRETARY-GENERAL PIERRE WURTH GAVE DCM 
HIS VIEWS ON SEVERAL ASPECTS OF US/EC CONSULTATIONS. AL- 
THOUGH THE CONSULTATIONS PROCEDURE DISCUSSED BY THE EC 
FOREIGN MINISTERS AT GYMNICH WOULD NOT BE FORMALLY APPROVED 
BY THE MINISTERS UNTIL THEIR JUNE 10-11 MEETINGS IN BONN, 

WURTH SAID THAT THE EXCHANGES NOW BEING CONDUCTED BETWEEN 
THE US AND FRG (THE LATTER AS EC PRESIDENT) HAD PROVED 

TO THE EC THAT CONSULTATION COULD BE MANAGED PRODUCTIVELY. 
WURTH EXPLAINED THAT NO TEXT COVERING US/EC CONSULTATION 
WILL BE ISSUED NEXT WEEK AND THE MINISTERS WILL APPROVE 
THE ARRANGEMENT IN THE FORM OF A TACIT AGREEMENT ONLY. 

2. WHEN WURTH MAINTAINED THAT THE US SHOULD NO LONGER BE 
SUSPICIOUS OF THE EC/ARAB COOPERATION PROJECT, DCM RE- 
ITERATED US WISHES FOR COMPLETE AND TIMELY CONSULTATION ON 
EC INITIATIVES. WURTH ADDED THAT THE DUTCH AND DANES WERE 
DISAPPOINTED BY RECENT OAPEC DECISION NOT TO REMOVE EMBARGOES 
AFFECTING THEM ALTHOUGH THEY WOULD NOT BLOCK EC/ARAB 
COOPERATION PROJECT SINCE ALGERIANS AND LIBYANS HAD EASED 
RESTRICTIONS. GIVEN CLOSENESS OF US-SAUDI ARABIAN TIES, 

WURTH SAID THAT JIDDA'S REFUSAL TO LIFT EMBARGO DIRECTED 
AT EC MEMBERS HAD LED TO SUSPICIONS THAT US ENCOURAGED 
SAUDI INTRANSIGENCE IN ORDER TO SLOW EC/ARAB COOPERATION. 
WURTH COMMENTED THAT FOREIGN MINISTER THORN MIGHT ASK 
EC FOREIGN MINISTERS NEXT WEEK TO CONSIDER ASKING THE 
US FORMALLY TO INTERVENE WITH SAUDIS ON BEHALF OF DUTCH 
AND DANES. EC REQUEST WOULD BE BASED ON APPEAL TO 
ATLANTIC POLITICAL COOPERATION AND SOLIDARITY, ALTHOUGH 
WURTH WAS NOT SURE THAT FRENCH WOULD ENDORSE SUCH AN 
APPROACH. 

3. WURTH THEN COMMENTED ON US OBJECTIONS TO MEDITERRANEAN 
DECLARATION IN CSCE, SAYING THAT US WOULD HAVE TO MAKE 

ITS POINTS MORE FORCEFULLY AND CONVINCINGLY IF EC-9 IS 
TO BE SWAYED BY US VIEWS. IF US MAINTAINS ITS OPPOSITION 
TO MEDITERRANEAN DECLARATION, WURTH CONCEDED EC MIGHT BE 
UNABLE TO ACHIEVE UNANIMITY ON THIS SUBJECT. NEVERTHELESS, 
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THE US SHOULD SERIOUSLY CONSIDER WHETHER IT IS WORTH 
BLOCKING THIS EC INITIATIVE (WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS 
ESSENTIALLY "OF MARGINAL INTEREST TO THE US") AT THE COST 
OF ALIENATING THE FRENCH AND ITALIANS AND GIVING THE EC 
THE IMPRESSION THAT THE US IS PREPARED TO "USE ITS VETO" 

ON MATTERS OF MARGINAL IMPORTANCE. IN THE LONG RUN, 

WURTH PREDICTED THAT AN "OVERUSE" OF US VETO OVER EC 
INITIATIVES WOULD PLAY INTO THE HANDS OF THOSE WHO ALLEGE 
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THAT THE US IS TRYING TO ASSUME A LEADERSHIP ROLE IN THE 
EC. 

4. ELABORATING ON THE QUESTION OF WHAT POLITICAL 
INFLUENCE THE US SHOULD HAVE ON THE EC, WURTH SAID THAT 
IT WAS NECESSARY TO AVOID THE IMPRESSION THAT THE UK IS 
WILLING TO ACT AS A "TROJAN HORSE" FOR THE US. WHILE 
FRANCE'S "FORMER" SYSTEMATIC OBJECTIONS TO US/EC COOPER- 
ATION GENERATED SYMPATHY FOR US POSITIONS, AN UNCONDITIONAL 
PRO- AMERICANISM ON THE PART OF HMG COULD PRODUCE CONSID- 
ERABLE RESISTANCE TO US INITIATIVES FROM THE OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE EC. WURTH EXPLAINED THAT ONLY A JUDICIOUS USE OF 
THE US "VETO POWER" WOULD CONVINCE THE EC THAT POLITICAL 
COOPERATION ON THE BASIS OF EQUALITY COULD GOVERN RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE US AND EC. FARKAS 
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